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"We've been fostering a gorgeous 8 year  
old boy for nearly 2 years. Initially for  

respite and then short term.
He never used to smile...could barely read  

or write...grunted more than talked  
and survived on very little sleep.

Now he smiles all the time, reads better than  
some of his classmates, corrects our spoken 
English, has had a head teachers award for 

his handwriting, rarely stops chattering  
away and sleeps 12 hours a night.

Laura, foster carer
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Welcome to Wiltshire Council’s Home Away 
from Home specialist fostering scheme.

This information pack tells you everything you need  
to know about our Home Away from Home – Specialist 
fostering scheme and the kind of people we’re looking for. 

You’ll also hear first-hand from some of our current  
foster children, foster carers and their families about  
their experiences. We hope it answers all of your 
questions, but if you have further questions please  
get in touch.
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“I couldn’t imagine where I am today without 
the incredible support of my new family and 

new foster parents. They helped me overcome 
adversities and to be able to thrive into the  

young gentleman I am today”.
Lewis, a care experienced young person
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ABOUT FOSTERING

Could you make a difference to a local child’s life?

We’re looking for couples, families and individuals who 
can make space in their home and heart to help a child 
through a difficult time. 

You’ll need a good sense of humour, plenty of tolerance 
and understanding, bags of enthusiasm and want to 
make a positive difference to young people’s lives.

You must be at least 21 or over to foster, have a spare 
bedroom, and drive. There’s no upper age limit as long 
as you’re fit and healthy enough to care for our children.

Your background

Our foster carers come from diverse backgrounds. 

We welcome applications from anyone regardless 
of nationality, religion, gender, ethnicity, or sexual 
orientation. You may live on your own, have children  
or be retired with an empty nest. Whether you’re 
able-bodied or live with a disability, all that matters  
to us is that you’re ready for the challenge and  
rewards fostering will give you.

Availability

Pre-school children need to have full-time carers.  
For children in school, you’ll need to be around  
before and after school and during school holidays.  
If your foster child is sick or gets excluded from  
school you’ll be responsible for their care.

Is your family ready to make space for another  
place at the table?

Couples and single 
people, with or without 
children, can become 

foster carers.

Foster carers often have 
children of their own or 

have grown up children and 
grandchildren who come to visit.

You can still work and become 
a foster carer. Many people 
work from home or fit work 
around caring for children. 

You must have a 
bedroom in your 

home for each child 
you wish to foster.

You don’t have to 
own your own home 

to foster. Renters 
can foster too!

 

Who makes a good foster carer?
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Who makes a good foster carer?

Why do children need specialist foster care?

When it’s unsafe for children to remain with their birth 
parents due to difficulties at home, we look to move them 
to live with extended family members. If this isn’t possible, 
they will go to live with a local foster family. Putting a child 
in foster care is sometimes the best and safest option for 
their wellbeing. Children needing specialist foster care 
often have complex medical needs and/or disabilities or 
have suffered from significant trauma and loss. Despite 
the high level of their needs, we want these children to 
continue to remain living in a family where they receive 
intensive and therapeutic care.

As a specialist foster carer, what would I be  
expected to do?

As a specialist foster carer, you’ll provide care and 
support that is based on therapeutic and trauma informed 
care rather than traditional parenting. You’ll welcome and 
make the child or young person feel like a part of your 
family. You’d be responsible for the child’s day-to-day  
care and all their educational, emotional, health and social 
needs. You will be a part of the Team Around the Child 
(TAC) working alongside other professionals. You’ll help 
the child keep in touch with their birth family and attend 
meetings to discuss their welfare and future plans. 

What is specialist foster care?

Specialist fostering is a temporary 
arrangement where a child or young person 
who cannot live with their own family and 
requires specialist care lives in a secure  
family environment. Often children in care 
return to live with their own families.  

If this isn’t possible, they can live in the 
warmth and safety of long-term foster care, 
with most keeping in touch with their birth 
family. Many types of specialist foster care 
provide a short term home until a longer  
term foster family can be found. 

“With the support 
network we had in 

place from the team 
around the child, the 
duty team and most 
importantly our own 
supervising social 
worker, we coped 

and we managed to 
find strategies to deal 
with the challenging 

behaviours”
Caroline, Specialist  

level foster carer

Above all, foster carers are known for their love, warmth, generosity, patience and positivity.  
You’d provide a safe haven for children while we work with their parents to help resolve their problems. 



Our specialist foster schemes
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able-bodied or live with a disability, all that matters  
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foster carers.

Foster carers often have 
children of their own or 

have grown up children and 
grandchildren who come to visit.

You can still work and become 
a foster carer. Many people 
work from home or fit work 
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You don’t have to 
own your own home 

to foster. Renters 
can foster too!
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Who makes a good foster carer?

Within Wiltshire Council’s Home Away  
from Home – Specialist fostering scheme,  
we have a number of different roles:

Our specialist foster schemes
Home Away from Home – 
Specialist foster carers 

Specialist foster carers help a child or young person to learn to feel safe 
in a family environment, learning to trust and accept help, support and 
warmth from their foster carer. For some children with complex medical 
needs and/or disabilities you will be required to provide a high level of 
support for the child or young person, ensuring all their physical and 
emotional needs are met. 

Parent and child 
foster carers

Our parent and child foster carers provide a home for both a parent(s)  
and their child(ren), usually one parent and one child. As a parent and 
child foster carer, you’ll need to either complete or assist someone else 
who writes an assessment of the parent’s capacity to care for their child  
or young person, whilst in your care. The assessment report will usually  
be shared with the court. 

In this role, your primary task is to support the parent to care for their child. 
You will endeavour to develop a positive working relationship with the 
parent(s) that is open and honest, kind and empathic. This task involves 
teaching and supporting a parent(s) to care for their child(ren). You will 
be required to work with all professionals involved with the family, this will 
include advocating for both the child and their parent(s).

Short-Term Emergency 
Provision Scheme  
(STEPS) foster carers

Our STEPS foster carers must be available for at least a 14-day period 
each month. You will be expected to care for any child, or young person 
needing a family home in an emergency during this time until a suitable 
short-term carer is found for them. As a STEPS carer you will need to be 
flexible and have the ability to remain child focused when plans sometimes 
don’t go as expected. Most young people who need a STEPS carer may 
struggle with low self-esteem and having the ability to respond to their 
crisis is essential. 
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Who makes a good foster carer?What we’re looking for

The essentials

We’re on the lookout for couples, families and individuals 
who have space in their home and heart to make a 
difference to a child or young person’s life. 

You’ll need to have experience of direct work with 
children and young people who have experienced  
trauma and/or children with medical needs and/or 
disabilities. Your experience could have been gained 
in either a personal or professional role. Through your 
experience, you will be comfortable positively managing 
stressful situations. 

A great sense of humour, a playful approach and a  
‘can do’ attitude are essential. You must have the ability 
to work consistently with a trauma informed approach and 
be attuned to the children and young people you care for. 
Your ability to remain emotionally resilient is important. 

Effective communication and good IT skills are required, 
and you must have the ability to work with people from 
various backgrounds, including the child’s family.  
You will need to complete the required specialist  
training for these roles. 

To become a specialist foster carer you must be at  
least 21, have a spare bedroom, be able to drive and 
have regular access to a car. At least one adult within 
your household will need to be a full-time foster carer. 

We welcome applications from people of all religions, sex, 
genders, race, age, sexual orientation and marital status. 
You may be disabled or living with an impairment. 

The added extra

The desirable qualities and experience that we’re looking 
for in our specialist foster carers are listed below.

•   An understanding of attachment theory and the impact 
of trauma on children. However, we do provide full 
training on this.

•   An ability to reflect and be curious about what lies 
behind a child’s presenting behaviour.

•   Experience of writing reports. 

•   You will bring a passion for supporting and caring  
for some of our most vulnerable young people.

Is your family ready to set another place at the table?



650
per week, per child

(*up to £33,800 
per year)

Foster carers need to register as self-employed.  
There are generous tax allowances for foster carers, which means you won’t have to pay much tax on these earnings.

The allowance for a specialist foster carer starts from £650 per week. These payments are made 
fortnightly in arrears.

Home Away from Home 

specialist foster 
carer 

per week, per child, 
per parent

(up to £46,800 per year)

Parent and child 
foster carer

SUPPORT

650
per week, per child, 

per parent
(up to £67,600 per year)

*Payments are only made for the specific time that children are living with our foster carer(s).
**£520 every week of the year plus an age-related allowance for the weeks a child is living with you.  
The age-related allowances varies from £154.65 to £281.53 per week per child.

per week, per child
(**On average £31,000  

per year)

520

STEPS

foster carer

Parent and child 
foster carer

Assessment

450

Pay      benefits
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Who makes a good foster carer?

This adds up to 

an additional 

£250 for a child’s birthday,  
£250 for a festival allowance  

(e.g. Christmas, Eid, Hanukkah) and  
a £500 holiday allowance during  

the summer holidays. 

In addition, for each child  
living with you at these  
times you will receive: 



Training and support

At Wiltshire Council, we have a dedicated training co-ordinator who ensures 
that our training is of a high quality and is constantly updated.
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Who makes a good foster carer?Training and support

Mandatory training for all foster carers  
during the first year of fostering approval: 

•  First aid

•  Safeguarding

•  Safer caring

•  Diversity.

Mandatory training for all foster carers  
within 2 years of fostering approval: 

•  Child sexual exploitation

•  Preventing radicalisation

•  Introduction to education and health

•  Team teach.

Additional training for all specialist foster carers 
within your first year of fostering approval:

•  Understanding attachment with Five to Thrive

•  Dyadic developmental practice training

•  Autism

•  Youth mental health first aid.

In your role as a specialist foster carer, you may 
sometimes need to complete further additional  
training related to your area of specialism.

“For us the positive thing 
about being a foster carer 
is all the things we get to 
do with our young people, 

seeing the changes in 
them when they first come 
to us, quite often they are 
withdrawn and quite quiet 

and finding things that 
interest them and to be able 

to take them and support 
them and watching them 

grow through that”
Kerry, STEPs foster carer 



The recruitment process for specialist foster carers

1 2

3

A Phone Call
recruitment support worker

Feel free to contact us as many times as you wish.

This provides the opportunity for people to ask 
any questions and have an initial discussion 
about their own personal circumstances.

If you wish to proceed with becoming a specialist foster carer, 
we’ll arrange a home visit either virtually video call or in person, 
to answer further questions and find out more about your family 
and personal circumstances. 0800 169 6321

Home visit

or in person
either virtual

complete your
Application form
When we both agree to 
proceed with a fostering 
assessment, we’ll send 
you an application form to 
complete and return to us.

3

2
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You’ll need a good sense of humour, plenty of tolerance 
and understanding, bags of enthusiasm and want to 
make a positive difference to young people’s lives.

You must be at least 21 or over to foster, have a spare 
bedroom, and drive. There’s no upper age limit as long 
as you’re fit and healthy enough to care for our children.

Your background

Our foster carers come from diverse backgrounds. 

We welcome applications from anyone regardless 
of nationality, religion, gender, ethnicity, or sexual 
orientation. You may live on your own, have children  
or be retired with an empty nest. Whether you’re 
able-bodied or live with a disability, all that matters  
to us is that you’re ready for the challenge and  
rewards fostering will give you.

Availability

Pre-school children need to have full-time carers.  
For children in school, you’ll need to be around  
before and after school and during school holidays.  
If your foster child is sick or gets excluded from  
school you’ll be responsible for their care.

Is your family ready to make space for another  
place at the table?

Couples and single 
people, with or without 
children, can become 

foster carers.

Foster carers often have 
children of their own or 

have grown up children and 
grandchildren who come to visit.

You can still work and become 
a foster carer. Many people 
work from home or fit work 
around caring for children. 

You must have a 
bedroom in your 

home for each child 
you wish to foster.

You don’t have to 
own your own home 

to foster. Renters 
can foster too!
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The recruitment process for specialist foster carers

You’ll then be allocated a social worker who will complete your fostering 
assessment. They’ll find out about you and your family, your support 
network, as well as any skills and experience you will bring to fostering.

You will be expected to complete some tasks as a part of your fostering 
assessment and we will sometimes send these to you prior to the 
assessment starting. We will also invite you to attend our support 
group for prospective foster carers.

social worker
MeEt your
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Once your application has been received, you’ll be invited to 
complete our ‘Introduction to Fostering’ course. This course will 
enable you to reflect on your skills and experience and prepare 
you for the task of fostering.

assessmentyour fostering
During your assessment, we’ll complete enhanced 
police checks, require full medicals, obtain references 
from friends and family as well as from any significant 
ex-partners, unless there is a good reason not to 
contact them.

You will be supported throughout the assessment by 
your social worker and we also have a monthly virtual 
support group for people who are going through their 
assessment. We hope this will allow you to make a 
connection with other potential foster carers as well 
as to meet more members of our team.

We aim for the fostering assessment to be completed 
within 4-6 months (although there can occasionally 
be delays).

   fostering 
course

introduction
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The recruitment process for specialist foster carers

welcome

wiltshire fostering family

completion
fostering report
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Once you are approved, you’ll be welcomed 
into the Wiltshire fostering family. You will be 
allocated a social worker who will supervise 
and support your fostering career.

Once your fostering assessment has been completed, 
all your information will be brought together in a report. 
You’ll be able to check this first before it’s shared with 
the fostering panel for their approval.

You will be invited to attend the fostering panel with your 
social worker to answer any questions they may have for you.
The fostering panel consists of a variety of people, including 
professionals and lay people, who have a specialist interest 
and experience relevant to fostering. 

The fostering panel make a recommendation which is given 
to a senior manager who will consider your application and 
make the final decision. This decision is made within 10 days 
of receiving the panel recommendation.

the fostering
panel
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Could you make a difference to a local child’s life?

We’re looking for couples, families and individuals who 
can make space in their home and heart to help a child 
through a difficult time. 

You’ll need a good sense of humour, plenty of tolerance 
and understanding, bags of enthusiasm and want to 
make a positive difference to young people’s lives.

You must be at least 21 or over to foster, have a spare 
bedroom, and drive. There’s no upper age limit as long 
as you’re fit and healthy enough to care for our children.

Your background

Our foster carers come from diverse backgrounds. 

We welcome applications from anyone regardless 
of nationality, religion, gender, ethnicity, or sexual 
orientation. You may live on your own, have children  
or be retired with an empty nest. Whether you’re 
able-bodied or live with a disability, all that matters  
to us is that you’re ready for the challenge and  
rewards fostering will give you.

Availability

Pre-school children need to have full-time carers.  
For children in school, you’ll need to be around  
before and after school and during school holidays.  
If your foster child is sick or gets excluded from  
school you’ll be responsible for their care.

Is your family ready to make space for another  
place at the table?

Couples and single 
people, with or without 
children, can become 

foster carers.

Foster carers often have 
children of their own or 

have grown up children and 
grandchildren who come to visit.

You can still work and become 
a foster carer. Many people 
work from home or fit work 
around caring for children. 

You must have a 
bedroom in your 

home for each child 
you wish to foster.

You don’t have to 
own your own home 

to foster. Renters 
can foster too!
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Who makes a good foster carer?



Please note: all names are from real children and foster carers, 
but their names have been changed to protect their anonymity.

MORE INFORMATION

Could you make a difference to a local child’s life?

We’re looking for couples, families and individuals who 
can make space in their home and heart to help a child 
through a difficult time. 

You’ll need a good sense of humour, plenty of tolerance 
and understanding, bags of enthusiasm and want to 
make a positive difference to young people’s lives.

You must be at least 21 or over to foster, have a spare 
bedroom, and drive. There’s no upper age limit as long 
as you’re fit and healthy enough to care for our children.

Your background

Our foster carers come from diverse backgrounds. 

We welcome applications from anyone regardless 
of nationality, religion, gender, ethnicity, or sexual 
orientation. You may live on your own, have children  
or be retired with an empty nest. Whether you’re 
able-bodied or live with a disability, all that matters  
to us is that you’re ready for the challenge and  
rewards fostering will give you.

Availability

Pre-school children need to have full-time carers.  
For children in school, you’ll need to be around  
before and after school and during school holidays.  
If your foster child is sick or gets excluded from  
school you’ll be responsible for their care.

Is your family ready to make space for another  
place at the table?

Couples and single 
people, with or without 
children, can become 

foster carers.

Foster carers often have 
children of their own or 

have grown up children and 
grandchildren who come to visit.

You can still work and become 
a foster carer. Many people 
work from home or fit work 
around caring for children. 

You must have a 
bedroom in your 

home for each child 
you wish to foster.

You don’t have to 
own your own home 

to foster. Renters 
can foster too!

 

Who makes a good foster carer?

If you have any questions about the information in this booklet or would like to 
start an initial application with us, please use the details below to get in touch.

Next steps

Call us on  0800 169 6321

Text foster to 60002

Email us on fostering@wiltshire.gov.uk

Visit our website fosteringwiltshire.uk

mailto:fostering@wiltshire.gov.uk
http://fosteringwiltshire.uk
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